
Welcome to the 
Year 11 Exam & Revision Evening



Introductions and Format
• Mr Young – Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum & Assessment)
• Katie Dawkins – MHST

Year 11 Key 
Dates 

Providing 
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Core 
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Support

Effective 
Revision

Looking 
Ahead



Year 11 Key Dates
▪ Mock Exams 1 – starts Monday 25th November (runs for two 

weeks)

▪ Progress Report 1 – 19th December 

▪ Y11 Parents’ Evening – 16th January

▪ Mock Exams 2 – starts 24th February (runs for two weeks)

▪ Progress Report 2 – 20th March

▪ First GCSE Exam – 8th May







Preparing for the exams and 
providing support



What you can do now...
▪ Be supportive – GCSEs can be a stressful time for the whole family so 

supporting each other is crucial. 

▪ Check their progress – review school reports and mock results. Check 
their predicted grades versus their targets and discuss this with your 
child and teachers.

▪ Be strict over technology – We simply can’t revise whilst watching TV, 
playing a computer game or catching up with social media. Build these 
into set breaks instead.  

▪ Attendance matters – Make sure they attend school regularly. 
Attendance of 90% means half a day’s lessons are missed per week. 



Attendance
Attendance during the 

school year
Equates to 

days absent

94% 10 days

90% 19 days

85% 29 days

80% 38 days

75% 48 days

70% 57 days

65% 67 days



Attendance

Good attendance and 
progress in your 
subjects are directly 
linked. 
The table left is real 
data (not from this 
academy) showing 
the relationship 
between grades and 
attendance. 



Every Minute Matters

Success will come from using the time we 
have well. 

There are 21 school weeks until the GCSE 
exams start.

Every lesson is important.

Missing or being late to lessons will impact 
your progress and could lead to you 
missing key knowledge and skills. 



Start Building Good Routines and Habits Now

Habits and routines take time to embed. 

Start now to make them effective…

• Engage with revision from NOW to be more 
confident as you approach the exams

• Look after yourself with good 
eating/drinking/sleeping habits

• Be disciplined with technology access and 
ensure revision time is focused



GCSE English 
Literature & Language

Mrs Wells



Paper 1 40% Paper 2 60%

Section A: 
Shakespeare
‘Romeo and 

Juliet’

Section B: 
19th Cent. Prose

‘A Christmas 
Carol’

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

Section A: 
Modern Texts
‘’An Inspector 

Calls"

Section B: 
Anthology 

poetry.

Total exam time:  
2 hours and 15 minutes

AQA GCSE English Literature

Section C: 
Unseen 
Poetry



English Literature (A Christmas Carol, An 
Inspector Calls, Romeo and Juliet)
What students need secure knowledge of:

• Plot
• Characters
• Themes
• Authorial intent – why the writer wrote the text

Where can they get this?
• Knowledge organisers
• Revision guides (books; websites; YouTube; apps)
• Seneca
• GCSE Pod



English Literature (Anthology Poetry)
What students need secure knowledge of:

• 5 Key poems: Remains, War Photographer, London, Kamikaze, Poppies
• Overview of the ‘story’ and themes of all 15 poems, and what they tell us 

about power/conflict
• How the different poems link to each other

Where can they get this?
• Knowledge organisers
• Revision guides (books; websites; YouTube; apps)
• Seneca
• GSCE Pod



English Literature (Disciplinary Knowledge)

What students need secure knowledge of:
• Identifying the underlying meanings of texts, including unseen texts
• Planning a literature essay
• Structuring a literature essay
• Using academic language to write a literature essay
• Writing an essay under timed conditions

Where can they get this?
• Timed practice of exam questions followed by self/peer/teacher marking
• Revision guides (books; websites; Youtube; revision podcasts)



English Literature (Quick Wins)
• Re-read 'An Inspector Calls' or listen to the audiobook/radio play

• Watch ‘A Christmas Carol’ (any version but the 2019 BBC one and the Netflix 
one)

• Watch ‘Romeo and Juliet’ (any version but the 2013 one), ideally with 
subtitles on

• Watch the ‘An Inspector Calls’ BBC adaptation (n.b. pupils need to be aware 
of the changes made to this – we see Eva Smith, not all in dining room)

• Re-read the anthology poems and create a flashcard for each of the 'story', 
themes, linked poems, and links to power and conflict.



Paper 1 50% Paper 2 50%

Section A: 
Reading: 1 unseen 

fiction text
50%

Section B: 
Writing: descriptive 

or narrative
50%

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

Section A: 
Reading: 2 unseen 
non-fiction texts

50%

Section B: 
Writing: to 

argue/persuade
50%

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

AQA GCSE English Language



English Language Section A
• Read a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts

• Practice summarizing them – identifying what is happening

• Practice analysing them – identifying the underlying meanings and 
ideas

• Forming a critical opinion on the text and justifying it with 
evidence

• Practice papers – writing timed responses and self/peer/teacher 
marking them.



English Language Section B
• Revise and understand literary devices: look for examples and practice 

writing some of your own
• Create a glossary of interesting and unusual vocabulary you could use 

in your writing
• Revise spelling, punctuation and grammar – 25% of the total marks are 

from accuracy
• Practice timed planning and writing of responses using the structures 

taught in class
• Pre-write character zoom and flashback, seeking feedback to improve 

it
• Take a fiction or non-fiction extract and re-write from a different 

perspective/tone/narrative voice/setting etc.



What can you do to help your child?
• Ask them to retell you the story of the literature texts

• Ask them to tell you about the context of the literature texts and why they 
were written

• Quiz them using the knowledge organisers we have created

• Read fiction/non fiction extracts with them and discuss them

• Encourage them to use the Get Ahead videos on the BTCT website

• Re-read literature texts/watch film versions and get them talking about how 
the events in the text link to authorial intent



GCSE Mathematics



Maths GCSE Exams
All students will sit 3 maths papers:
• Maths Paper 1 (non-calculator)
• Maths Paper 2 (calculator)
• Maths Paper 3 (calculator) 

All exams are 1 hour 30 minutes

Students must be confident using:
• Protractor, Pair of Compass, Scientific calculator (paper 2 and 3 only)



Students will be provided the following exam aid. 



Students 
will still 
need to 
learn 
additional 
formulae. 

GCSE-Maths-
Equations-to-

Memorise

https://mmerevise.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/GCSE-Maths-Equations-to-Memorise.pdf
https://mmerevise.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/GCSE-Maths-Equations-to-Memorise.pdf
https://mmerevise.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/GCSE-Maths-Equations-to-Memorise.pdf


Revision Resources

Resource Where can I find it?
Knowledge Organisers School Website  /  Teams
Past Papers Weekly homework papers
Maths Genie www.mathsgenie.co.uk 
Get Ahead www.mygetahead.org 
Sparx Maths https://sparxmaths.com/
Revision Guides Scopay

http://www.senecalearning.co.uk/
http://www.mygetahead.org/
https://sparxmaths.com/


Don’t revise what you already know! 



Personal Learning Checklists



GCSE Science 
(Combined & Triple)

Mr Hext



Science GCSE Exams

All students will sit 6 science papers:
Biology Paper 1
Chemistry Paper 1
Physics Paper 1
Biology Paper 2
Chemistry Paper 2
Physics Paper 2

Triple Science: 1hr 45min
Combined Science: 1hr 15min

Students will be given a periodic table and physics equation sheet.
Students do not have to memorize the equations!



Science Mock Exams

Triple Science

• November
• Biology Paper 1
• Chemistry Paper 1
• Physics Paper 1

Combined Science

• November
• Biology Paper 1
• Chemistry Paper 2
• Physics Paper 1

Students will sit each of their 6 papers at least once during Yr11 as a mock exam.

• Spring
• Biology Paper 2
• Chemistry Paper 2
• Physics Paper 2

• Spring
• Biology Paper 2
• Chemistry Paper 1
• Physics Paper 2



Revision Resources
Resource Where can I find it?

Knowledge Organisers School Website  /  Teams

Past Papers Teams

Seneca www.senecalearning.co.uk 

Get Ahead www.mygetahead.org 

Youtube Search for:
“Cognito”
“Fuse School”
“Free Science Lessons”

Revision Guides Scopay

http://www.senecalearning.co.uk/
http://www.mygetahead.org/


Seneca• Students can select the 
topic(s) that they want 
to focus their revision 
on.

• The programme will 
teach them about the 
topic

•  There are questions to 
complete on the way 
through.

Seneca



Revision Guides
Combined Science:
    £12 from school  (£18 RRP)

Triple Science:
  3 x £6 from school  (£11 RRP)

Payment should be made by Scopay, then a receipt of purchase brought to Mr Hext

We have a stock of both higher and foundation tier guides, so a decision on which would 
best suit can be made in school.



Effective Revision



Revision
• Revision has replaced home learning across the school

• Revision is deliberate practice of something we want to master

• Done well it can add the equivalent of 5+ months of study

• We encourage students develop their own schedule 

• Revision is set on Teams

• Y11 Raising Achievement

https://www.stanchester-academy.co.uk/students/y11-revision.htm


Recommended Strategies



Revision
• On top of the revision set by teachers, pupils who create their own 

bespoke revision timetable based on their needs will be more 
successful in their exams

• Focus on subjects and areas of weakness
• Use Adapt revision planning app
• It plans a bespoke revision timetable specific to your GCSE 

course/exam boards, breaks it down into specific areas within 
each unit/subject, pupils RAG rate confidence after each session, 
app uses smart tech to tailor the timetable to pupils emerging 
needs





Afterschool Raising Attainment
Every week there will be several afterschool sessions (3-4pm) for 
students to attend which are organised and delivered by teaching 
staff. 

This is a valuable opportunity to focus on revising key topics and 
exam skills. 



GCSE POD – Revision Resource
• www.gcsepod.com

http://www.gcsepod.com/








Webinar Details:
•Date: November 14th, 2024
•Time: 17:00 (GMT)
•Location: Teams: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/f26538cd-
061a-43ed-99b1-a3c6f79149b1@739195a1-f5d6-4d9a-ac42-
a1dbb7c7413d

Webinar Topic: Mock ‘n’ Roll

•Students will learn how to create their own revision library
•Learn the importance of rehearsals
•How to create a ‘Set list’ – a timetable with Pod playlists
•Show time – the mock exam itself, providing tips on self-confidence and 
how to stay calm

GCSE POD – Revision Resource

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2Ff26538cd-061a-43ed-99b1-a3c6f79149b1%40739195a1-f5d6-4d9a-ac42-a1dbb7c7413d&e=990b08de&h=406d09ef&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2Ff26538cd-061a-43ed-99b1-a3c6f79149b1%40739195a1-f5d6-4d9a-ac42-a1dbb7c7413d&e=990b08de&h=406d09ef&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2Ff26538cd-061a-43ed-99b1-a3c6f79149b1%40739195a1-f5d6-4d9a-ac42-a1dbb7c7413d&e=990b08de&h=406d09ef&f=y&p=y


Mental Health Support Team 
(MHST)

Katie Dawkins 



SUPPORTING EXAM 
WELLBEING
Looking after your child’s mental health & 
wellbeing during exams and tests

Presented by: Katie Dawkins

In partnership with



In partnership withMental Health Support Team (MHST) 
www.youngsomerset.org.uk/mhst

WHAT IS THE 
MENTAL HEALTH 
SUPPORT TEAM?

Partnership 
between NHS & 
Young Somerset, 

EPS & Public 
health.

We also run other 
activities with the whole 
school community such 
as assemblies, workshops 

and training.

Using low intensity CBT 
we can support with 

concerns such as 
anxiety, low mood, 

worries, sleep and fears.

Supporting children & 
young people with their 

mental health & wellbeing 
in selected schools across 

Somerset.

Early 
intervention 

& 
prevention

We offer 
support via 1:1

in groups, 
parent groups 



How does 
this image 
make you 

feel?



50

How do 
these 

images 
make you 

feel?



Exams
Relationships

Family life

School work
Body image

Decisions about 
the future

Social media

The news

Friendships



Exams

Family life
School work

Body image

Decisions about 
the future

Social media
The newsFriendships



WHAT IS STRESS?

Stress is the feeling we have when we are 
under pressure or in a threatening 

situation

It usually happens when we are in a 
situation that we don't feel we can 

manage or control.

Stress is a natural human response that 
prompts us to address challenges and 

threats in our lives. 

Stress (who.int)

https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/stress#:~:text=Stress%20can%20be%20defined%20as,experiences%20stress%20to%20some%20degree.


CAN STRESS 
REALLY BE 
HELPFUL?



Anxiety
Sadness

Lack of motivation
Easily 

annoyed/frustrated
Lack of self-
confidence

‘I can't do this’
‘I have too much to do’
‘I’m not good enough’

Only seeing the negative
Worst case scenarios

Getting into arguments
Change in eating habits
Change in sleep habits

Isolating self from others
Restlessness/ fidgeting

Crying
Biting fingernails

Headaches
Feeling sick

Racing heart
Lack of energy

Muscle aches
Getting spots

Faster breathing
Disturbed sleep

RECOGNISING 
HIGH STRESS:
Upcoming exam 



WHAT CAN WE DO?



Motivated
Creative
Happy

Content

I am feeling nervous about these 
upcoming exams, but I can only practice 

and try my best

Plans time well
Balance of revising and 

relaxing
Good quality sleep

Eating well
Productive

Better at problem solving

Energised
Better attention span
Immune system boost

MOVING TO 
OPTIMAL STRESS: 
Upcoming exam



WHAT CAN WE DO?
• Using calming and grounding techniques

• Look for the positives

• Talk about it (if they want to!) – Use W.I.N
• Do things together

• Get outside

• Increase avenues for self-esteem

• Don’t forget the basics (sleep!)

• Separate work and relaxation spaces

• Encourage breaks and forward planning

• Be a wellbeing role model



In partnership withMental Health Support Team (MHST) 
www.youngsomerset.org.uk/mhst

Positive reminders



MHST: PARENT & CARER TOOLKIT
Signposting on topics such as:
• Emotion Coaching
• Anxiety
• Low mood
• Parent wellbeing
• Plus – links to our webinars

bit.ly/mhstparents

@SomersetMHST



In partnership withMental Health Support Team (MHST) 
www.youngsomerset.org.uk/mhst

GETTING FURTHER SUPPORT

Getting urgent help:
If you are worried that a child is at 
immediate risk of harm, or is not 

safe, call 999 or take them to A&E.
You can also contact your local NHS 

urgent mental health 
helpline (England only) or 111 for 24-

hour advice and support.

Somerset NHS Foundation Trust

0800 138 1692

Parent  Carer Wellbeing Toolkit (padlet.com)

Parent  Carer Wellbeing Toolkit (padlet.com)

Chat health: School nurses

• Via your Mental health lead
• Parent & Carer Wellbeing Toolkit (padlet.com)

Mental Health Support Team

Young Somerset: wellbeing 

Young Minds

Kooth: online support

Tellmi app: Peer support

Your child’s GP

Chat health: School nurses
Text: 07480 635515

https://www.nhs.uk/service-search/mental-health/find-an-urgent-mental-health-helpline
https://www.nhs.uk/service-search/mental-health/find-an-urgent-mental-health-helpline
https://www.nhs.uk/service-search/mental-health/find-an-urgent-mental-health-helpline
tel:08001381692
https://padlet.com/SomersetMHST/parent-carer-wellbeing-toolkit-5mx7nlay6ba0ozlm
https://padlet.com/SomersetMHST/parent-carer-wellbeing-toolkit-5mx7nlay6ba0ozlm
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/school-life/school-nurses/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.kooth.com/


Looking Ahead to 
Post-16 Options



The law states…
You must remain in education until you’re 18.

What are my options?

▪ Full-time education, for example at a college or Sixth Form

▪ An apprenticeship or traineeship

▪ Spend 20 hours or more a week working or volunteering, while in 
part-time education or training



Stanchester Academy
LEVEL 2 Courses [GCSE / BTEC]

College / Sixth Form
LEVEL 3 Courses

A-Levels, T-Levels, BTEC

Apprenticeship
LEVEL 2 or 3 Courses

4 days at work - 1 day in college

University
LEVEL 4 - 9

Degree, Masters, PhD

Degree Level Apprenticeship
LEVEL 4 - 9

Degree, Masters

Optional and Aspirational [Post 18]



Yeovil College

Stanchester

Strode College

Richard Huish
Gryphon

Sexeys

Bridgwater & 
Taunton College

B&TC - 
Cannington 

Campus

Taunton College



Myth Busting
Do I have to retake English and maths if I don’t get at least a Grade 4? 

Yes that is true – all students must achieve at least a grade 4 in these 
subjects. Therefore you’ll have to retake these at college. 

This could mean you’re unable to start the courses you’ve chosen at 
college. 

If you’re doing an apprenticeship, you will have to attend college more 
often to complete lessons and prepare for the exams. 



What should I take into 
consideration when choosing 

a college/sixth form?

Recent exam results – all colleges 
publish information on their websites. 
Just make sure it’s up to date. 
Travel – how will you get there? You 
may have to use a public bus for the 
first year until you pass your driving 
test.
Enrichment activities – Many colleges 
offer fantastic extra curricular 
opportunities. 
UCAS support – they help they provide 
students to gain a place at university.



Thank You

Please stay for any questions
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